78            EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
that they cannot hold a needle. It is embarrassing for
them as well as for those who have asked for their services.
Nobody wants such women, they are a burden to their
husbands, and an object of contempt to their servants,
They inspire confidence in no one, and on the contrary are
always calling upon others to help them in so trivial a
matter as buying a pair of gloves." A most telling indict-
ment of over-specialisation in education !
For mental culture, memory work is advocated : <c Fill
your minds with beautiful and helpful thoughts, with whole
chapters from U Introduction a la Vie Devote, with poetry and
with dialogues ! " St. Madeleine Sophie, who imposed such
learning upon her novices, reiterated this precept again
and again. Artistic matters would come up sometimes :
" Those artificial bouquets you place upon your altars!
Nothing could be dirtier . . . when you have flowers
in the garden, arrange them quite simply in vases . . .
when you have none, then go without decorations. . . ."
Here and there come precise directions about manners,
how to thank an equal, a laquais. The latter must be called
Monsieur out of politeness to his master, and his services
should be recognised by a bow, but without rising. If
snuff is presented by a lady of high position it must be
accepted, it can be dropped imperceptibly afterwards !
More serious subjects often occupied the young philoso-
phers. What was true liberty ? True happiness ? What
did life offer that was truly desirable ? Then basing their
arguments on moral and religious principles they would
ransack history for examples and illustrations. How they
must have hung upon the lips of the great Court lady, the
cynosure of all eyes in thek country, as she would bring to
bear upon the discussion her wide experience of life!
How eagerly they must have awaited those anecdotes that